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It's said that shippers read too much into facial expressions and build sandcastles out of imagined subtext. That
may be true, but in a form like manga where both text and pictures carry equal weight, the speech bubbles only
tell half of the story. Kubo-san, like other manga-ka, tells us about his characters with the mere turn this way or
that of a pencil mark. Below are some of Ishida’s faces when he’s thinking about or standing before Orihime.

And then we return to Earth and see very little of Ishida while he trains with his father. But behold the look at
Ishida’s face when he finds out that Orihime has been kidnapped by the Arrancar.
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..WAS
ABDUCTED
BY THE
ARRANCAR?

As one person commenting on my last manifesto noted, the only reason that Ishida goes to Hueco Mundo is to
save Inoue Orihime. He defies his father, to whom he made a vow never to associate with Shinigami and their
allies again. He never explains why he broke this vow, but when one Arrancar asks why a Quincy is helping a
Shinigami, Ishida looks furious and refuses to answer.

| think it's because (chants) he loves her, he loves her. ~_ ™

In my previous manifesto, | stated my belief that Orihime may one day turn around and discover that Ishida was
“there all along.” The perfect compliment to her personality and someone who truly cares for her. At this writing,
it’'s been volumes since we’ve seen Orihime and Ishida interact, but | suspect that their chemistry will still be
there when we see them again.

Who knows exactly what will happen next, but Orihime is being held prisoner and Ishida et al are on their way. |
find it amusing and maybe significant that Kubo Tite, an artist so concerned with design and fashion that he
named characters after designers and made one of his Bleach main characters a sewing expert, has Ishida and
Orihime dressed in matching clothes in this arc.

Orihime all in white like a princess waiting to be rescued.
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Could be a coincidence but why a cross on her bosom, eh?

I, for one, am cheering for Ishida to save the girl in this arc. It may be that all Ishida will do is rescue Orihime the
way Ichigo rescued Rukia in the previous arc, and the naysayers will insist on there being nothing romantic here
as they claim there was nothing romantic between Ichigo and Rukia. But in my book, saving the fair maiden
always meant romance--in its two primary definitions. Romance in the adventure and chivalry sense and romance

in the “look into my eyes and read my feelings for you” sense.
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happen. Kubo-san has paid too much attention to the Ishida and Orihime relationship to drop this stitch and not
take it up later. After his miserable defeat in the Soul Society arc, the verbal abuse from his father, and his
segregation from the first friends he may have ever made, Ishida deserves a little happiness don’t you think? And

Orihime deserves him. He's a great guy.

(Post a new comment)
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